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Ashok Dhillon has 40 years of front-line 
business experience in Canada and 
International markets. He incorporated 
his first construction company in 1974, 
and since then has founded and led 
companies in construction and 
international power development. 
 
Over the last 20 years Mr. Dhillon, has 
led and worked with top Canadian talent 
in the legal, engineering and accounting 
firms, such as Fasken Martineau, 
Russell & DuMullen,  Stikeman Elliott; 
Hatch, Moneco Agra, New Brunswick 
Power, SNC Lavalin; and Ernst & 
Young, Arthur Anderson, and Grant 
Thornton. And in London, worked with 
Perkins Couie and Morgan Grenfell. Mr. 
Dhillon’s companies have partnered 
and worked with Pan Canadian Oil & 
Gas, WestCoast Energy, TransCanada 
Pipelines, and international companies 
such as AES, Enron Power, Hyundai 
Heavy Industries. 
 
Mr. Dhillon has worked and negotiated 
with highest levels of Governments in 
Canada and India. He has pursued and 
won mandates to develop power plants 
in Canada, and foreign jurisdictions 
such as Hungary, Iran, Pakistan and 
India with uncompromising ethical 
standards. His extensive experience in 
securing and negotiating multi-hundred 
million and billion dollar mandates in 
power project development, gives him 
in-depth knowledge and intuitive 
insights into macro and micro, national 
and international, geo-political and 
economic realities and trends. 
 
Mr. Dhillon has been invited to speak on 
international business at various  
forums, including as an expert witness 
for the Standing Senate Committee, 
Government of Canada, on “The Rise of 
Russia, China and India”. 

 

Lady Margaret Thatcher was an exceptional 
leader. She was England’s first woman Prime 
Minister, and came to power at a very difficult 
time in Britain’s history. There was no defined 
major crisis such as a Great War, or some other 
singularly attention-grabbing high-profile event 
to focus the nation’s attention on, as Winston 
Churchill had, when he took office. Instead, in a 
sense, Margaret Thatcher faced a much more 
difficult situation for a leader to deal with, an 
across-the-board national decline, resultant lack 
of confidence and a sense of entrenched 
general malaise.  

England was suffering from the long inevitable 
let down from the heady heights of near 
impossible achievements during World War II. 
This post war unraveling of its intense wartime 
pride, focus and energy, had slowly but steadily 
dissipated and morphed into a destructive 
sense of entitlement, lack of focus, lack of 
direction, and a general spirit sapping sense of 
hopelessness, as its stature in the postwar 
World steadily diminished.  

As the Country had turned its attention to being 
a peace-time nation, dealing with mundane 
matters of just living, it had gone into a 
consistent year on year slow decline, which 
successive governments had tried to lift it out of 
but had been singularly unsuccessful. The 
current Prime Minister of England, David 
Cameron, in his tribute to Lady Margaret 
Thatcher in the British Parliament had modified 
the quote –“comes the hour, comes the man” – 
to – “comes the hour, comes the Lady”. Lady 
Margaret Thatcher had truly been the “Woman 
of the Hour”. 

She came to the Prime Minister’s office facing 
many personally daunting challenges: being a 
woman in a men’s bastion of ultimate political 
power; being England’s first woman Prime 
Minister; being inexperienced for the position; 
and being a right wing conservative in a left 
leaning World. She knew that not only were the 
eyes of her Country upon her, but that the eyes 
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of the World would be watching her, and waiting 
to see her if she failed. Under such pressure a 
lesser person would have balked and turned 
cautious, not willing to take extraordinary risk, 
not wanting to stick their neck out, and certainly 
not wanting to upset any established apple 
carts. But not Margaret Thatcher, she came to 
office determined to correct the problems as 
she perceived them, and in the manner that she 
saw they needed to be corrected. With ‘ne’er- a-
doubt’ in spite of the many daunting challenges 
facing her, and with a single-minded zeal she 
took the task on, and reversed England’s 
decline to a spectacular degree. 

Her many accomplishments are well known, as 
are her well publicized weaknesses, but what 
we want to comment on in our tribute to her, is 
her unflinching determination, her 
extraordinarily selfless motivation to true public 
service, and her uncompromising integrity. As a 
politician, a breed particularly well known for 
their preference for the ‘art of the compromise’, 
especially where their own personal political 
well being is at stake, and at times is at 
variance with the public or national interest, 
Margaret Thatcher was singularly 
uncompromising.  

To the very bitter end, betrayed by her own 
cabinet, she remained true to herself, her 
beliefs and her Country. One may not have 
agreed with her policies, or at times with her 
methodologies, but her steadfast, 
uncompromising commitment to her vision and 
beliefs, as to what was best for England and its 
people, not what was best for her, is an 
incredibly rare quality in a politician, person or a 
leader, and is to be truly admired.  

We salute that strength of unwavering 
conviction, and her unflagging indomitable spirit. 
RIP 

 
 


